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Lost in Time 
Very cleverly written
and brilliantly acted. 

Well done to all involved.

I really enjoyed the play - 
I have never seen anything

like it! Incredible work!

“

“

“

“

Soapbox Derby
Always wanted to come
but never managed until 
today. Loved it and can’t

wait for next year!

Brilliant day out!! 
Suitable for all the family 
we had all ages attend
from 2 years old to

87 years old.

“

“

Aylesbury on Sea
Such a wonderful 

wonderful day, my
family had a fabulous

time. Thank you!!!

The event was first class
and had a really lovely
relaxed atmosphere.

“

Moonday
We thoroughly enjoyed 

the Moonday event today. 
Thank you so much for 

putting on these
fantastic free events :)

Fantastic event, very
well organised with lots
of short but entertaining 
& informative activities

to take part in.

“

http://www.aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk
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Bucks Adult Learning are starting face-to-face tuition again whilst 
you can also find out about Heart of Bucks new 'Coronavirus 
Stabilisation Fund' to support not-for-profit organisations in our 
community.

Please try and support the Bedgrove Scouts and Guides in their 
appeal for donations as they have the opportunity to purchase 
the land on which their scout hut sits. Full details are inside along 
with news of Aylesbury Hundreds Rotary donation to Florence 
Nightingale Hospice, Women’s Aid continued support for women 
in lockdown and Aylesbury High School’s Duke of Edinburgh's 
Award. We also have details of the Queens Park Art Centre’s 
programme as they look to reopen in September.

In Council news the Councillor’s Ward Map has been updated 
and we’re excited to now be part of the Aylesbury Garden Town 
Board and the new Aylesbury Community Board – details from 
both are inside this packed issue. Last and by no means least 
the Youth Town Council have been busy with a lockdown baking 
contest and you can read about the Youth Councillor who has 
written her first book in lockdown!

Thank you to all those who continue to help their community in 
these difficult times and I hope you enjoy reading this bumper 
issue.

Cllr Richard Lloyd
Leader of Aylesbury Town Council

Contact details
Aylesbury Town Council, Town Hall, 5 Church Street, Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire HP20 2QP
Tel: 01296 425678 Fax: 01296 426134 info@aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk www.aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk

Photos throughout the magazine courtesy of Maurice Cousins, Swale Photography, Steve Cook, Derek Pelling, 
Randal Cheney, Krytan Photography, ImageZ Camera Club and Harpretzel Dhillon.

Artwork by Bluepepper Designs www.bpdesigns.co.uk 

Aylesbury is twinned with Bourg-en-Bresse 

Welcome Note
Hello and welcome to the latest edition of Aylesbury Town 
Matters. We’re now back in print after our first ‘digital only’ 
edition which I hope you still managed to enjoy. 

It’s been a strange year and we are all disappointed we haven’t 
been able to give you our normal programme of events, however 
it’s given us the rare opportunity to look back, and you’ll find 
memories and feedback from our 2019 events on the outer covers.

The Mayor, Cllr Mike Smith, who agreed to extend his term in 
office has, despite there not being any fundraising events for 
much of this year, raised an incredible sum for Youth Concern who 
alongside all our volunteers and charities do such great work in 
and around the town.

The Council staff are continuing their excellent work managing 
the grass and verges that we look after and will start hedge 
maintenance in August once nesting season is over. The Jonathan 
Page Play Centre is running its playscheme over the summer 
although with reduced numbers. Our Dementia Champion, Bee, 
is now offering virtual Dementia Friends sessions as we continue 
to make Aylesbury a Dementia Friendly town – please do contact 
us if you’d like to book one. 

In Environment news you’ll see that the Aylesbury Wombles are 
now fully kitted out by the Town Council as they go from strength 
to strength. There’s allotment tales from Bedgrove warden 
Michael and we’ve awarded our first set of grants this year. 
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ATC News

Report of the Town Mayor 

My first draft of this report was written in early March and 
how the whole world has changed since then. It remains 
uncertain how things will pan out in the coming months, 
so I will mainly focus my report to cover the ten months I 
was ‘actively’ in the role. 

I began my Mayoral year not entirely sure what to expect; 
perhaps a mix of some interesting, some challenging and 
some boring or tedious duties. The reality has pleasantly 
surprised me – all of my engagements in the ten months 
have been interesting, educational and fun!

I genuinely learned so much about this wonderful town 
– probably more in this one year than I did in my 21 
previous years as a resident and Councillor. I’ve also
been invited to events in Wendover, Halton, Chesham, 
Milton Keynes, Haddenham, Wycombe and Bicester, 
among many others, helping to extend the hand of 
friendship to communities and their representatives all 
around our area.

Everywhere I’ve visited I’ve been made hugely welcome 
and hope my presence will have helped raise the profile 
of the event and enjoyment of the people involved. My 
job is pretty easy in many ways. After others have done 
all the hard work to achieve – whether in sport, charitable 
work, education, business or the arts – I just trot along at 
the end to join the celebration, eat the cake, maybe say a 
few words and appear in the photos! 

On so many occasions people have said “it’s a privilege to have you with us” when actually I am the privileged one, 
to get the chance to join such wonderful gatherings. I have enjoyed working closely with my charity, Youth Concern 
– particularly Fran the CEO up to February, and Hannah the new CEO from then on. The more I learned about this 
amazing group of people and what they do for young people in really difficult circumstances, the more delighted I am 
that I chose this charity to support. It remains to be seen how much money in total we manage to raise – we will find 
that out a bit later in the year, when hopefully some of our postponed fundraising events can be rearranged. 

However, I’ve been delighted so far with the incredible generosity and support from our residents. I must also thank 
every Councillor and staff member who has attended my events or helped make them happen, made a donation or 
helped by sharing details on social media. 
 
The last few months have been a clear demonstration of something I said about Aylesbury in my inauguration 
speech last year – a town that knows how to “Be More Kind”. Whether that’s people just keeping in touch with their 
neighbours and helping them out with small but essential tasks, or stepping up to volunteer time and commitment to 
support the wider community and our essential services – the people of Aylesbury have made us all so proud with their 
response to this crisis.

On behalf of myself and Mayoress Kerrie Jackson, thank you all very much. 
Cllr Mike Smith 

AYLESBURY TOWN COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT 2019/20

The annual report for the year 2019/2020 has now been published on our website but we wanted to give a short 
overview of the work undertaken by the Council in the last year and by each committee. To read the full report 
please visit our website and see the report in the 'News' section.

http://www.aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk
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ATC EventsATC News

Report of the Leader of the Council and 
Chair of the Policy Committee

I was honoured to be elected to this post last May and it’s fair to say a year 
later it hasn’t quite panned out as I expected. Particularly for the Mayor & 
Deputy the global pandemic has meant their roles have changed and we 
are all indebted to them both for agreeing to continue under the unusual 
circumstances in which we find ourselves.

Indeed every Councillor, the Clerk and all the staff, here in the office, in 
the outdoor team and at the Jonathan Page Play Centre (JPPC) deserve a 
mention for the way they have embraced the challenge at hand and gone 
out and helped in the community, helped the Council operate effectively 
and helped each other during this crisis. From telephone calls checking 
people are okay to operating in a different way, using new technologies and 
in many cases handling very sensitive and emotive situations has all been 
done professionally and effectively.

It’s not all about the current situation though no doubt for some time to come a number of our decisions will be framed 
by it. The Council continues to excel, last year's events were among the best on record and the town flower displays 
have never looked better. 

The outdoor team continue to receive praise and the JPPC is rapidly 
becoming a model on which we can look to replicate in future off the back 
of its Outstanding Ofsted rating and its continued rave reviews from parents 
and children.

JPPC shows what we can do and, whilst understandably currently paused, 
discussions continue with the new Unitary Authority over further devolved 
services. We have an excellent track record and business cases and we hope 
to see more movement on that as the year progresses.

We continue to work closely with the Ernest Cook Trust over plans for a new 
Community Sports Facility in Aylesbury at the old Golf Club site in Fairford 
Leys. There has been a lot of hard work going on over the last 15 months 
and they are very supportive of our sport, community and educational ideas 
and plans. This is a very exciting project which could give a real boost to the 
town in these uncertain times.

The Sports Facility work has also involved engaging closely with HS2. Aylesbury is the largest conurbation on the route 
and we need to ensure that our residents are treated fairly, given opportunities for employment, that our businesses 
can win tenders, that traffic is managed properly and that flood risks are not exacerbated by the project. 

Cllr Richard Lloyd

Report of the Chairman of the Communities Committee

The nature of the report is reflective on the last twelve months. As I write this report the situation with COVID-19 is 
changing and the nature of the work that the communities’ team will change to react to the fluidity of events. The 
forward planning for the 2020 events programme may not happen until the next opportunity for our full range of free 
and well-respected events can be delivered. 

I know that for the team the work they have put in to preparing the events has been nothing short of brilliant and that 
they have continually pushed themselves to provide excellent value throughout the year since my last report to this 
council.

I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude for the hard work and dedication of the officers Judith 
Priest, Ruth Mayhew, Benedicta Lasoye, and volunteers that have worked tirelessly throughout the year to develop, 

http://www.twitter.com/aylesburytc
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ATC News

deliver, and evaluate the events and projects. The work that the team produces has been of the highest quality and this 
has been recognised throughout the year by the committee, residents and non-residents, suppliers, and stakeholders. 

Thank you also to all Councillors for contributing in debates at meetings, offering new ideas, and for Councillors who 
have supported and attended events throughout the year. 

The work of Dementia Friendly Aylesbury (formerly known as Aylesbury Dementia Action Alliance) has continued to 
show exceptional development. Communities Officer, Benedicta Lasoye, has continued to work tirelessly to improve and 
develop the work in Aylesbury on Dementia. I am pleased to say that Benedicta has passed her Level 2 in Dementia Care 
Awareness. I would like to express thanks to The Fremantle Trust who have sponsored her place on the course.

One of the biggest changes made to the events programme in 2019 was Aylesbury on Sea. It was recognised from the 
feedback, that the event had room to grow and the Kingsbury location was no longer suitable. The move to Vale Park 
and the inclusion of sand was a highlight of the event, and one that was requested by attendees. The event was helped 
by fantastic weather which only added to the excellent feedback received. Further changes are going to be made in 
future years that I am sure will be well received.

The Youth Town Council (YTC) has seen a steady number of participants. We have reviewed the standing orders of YTC 
to ensure that more people can be involved and that the meetings are held in an informal style. I expect that with the 
work that Benedicta is doing promoting YTC to schools and youth groups, the numbers will grow. 

Cllr Tim Dixon

Report of the Chair of Finance Committee

The financial figures for the year, although yet to be audited, show that actual spending was within our budgeted 
amounts by around £5,000. 

We hold earmarked reserves to make sure we are ready to meet any large costs that might only come up every few 
years (such as election costs, updating our buildings and cemetery improvements). 
 
Income generation was around £53,721 higher than budgeted. The JPPC in particular has continued to be a financial 
success for the Town Council with a net income improvement and looking to end the year in a broadly break-even 
position. 

The budget for 2020/21 agreed by Council included an increase of just under 9% compared to the previous year, 
adding 10.5p per week per household. 

Finance Committee and Full Council meetings receive full details of the finances for the year to date, allowing all 
members to examine, question and challenge any item of income or expenditure. Even when questions are not 
received, as Chair I try to point members towards the key figures and trends at each meeting so when we get to the 
year end the outcome should not be a surprise to anyone. 

http://www.facebook.com/aylesburytc
http://www.instagram.com/aylesburytowncouncil
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I will continue to ensure the financial figures and explanations are made available to all members even whilst we are not 
able to meet as a Committee or Council. 

Our internal and external audit reports for the previous year, and the auditors’ fieldwork carried out regularly on our 
processes and controls, were once again highly satisfactory. This confirms the professionalism and dedication of our 
staff responsible for our financial records and controls. 

I thank them all once again for keeping the Council’s finances – our taxpayers’ finances – in very good order, and for 
assisting me constantly during my ten years as Chair of this committee. 

Cllr Mike Smith

Report of the Chairman of the Direct Services Committee

The cemetery is in outstanding shape and has continued to develop over the last year. New pathways have now been 
put in to remove the damaged ones that were creating a health and safety issue and the chapel repair works have been 
costed and will be on going. 

The allotments continue to be a real asset to all who use them. 

Not only has the outdoor team continued with their own and 
devolved works, they have also been called upon to assist 
Buckinghamshire Council (BC) with their works. This includes the 
gritting of the Bourg Walk, taking on the storage and deployment 
of the Willows Flood Defence system as well as a considerable 
amount of tree work, caused by Storm Cara. 

The team also continue to manage several areas for BC under 
cultivation licenses, such as Friarage Road, the banks on the 
underpath, areas next to B&Q and STS Stapleton to name just 
few. Grass cutting has been a large part of the day job and the 

team delivered the required nine cuts for Aylesbury and seven cuts for villages. To put this into perspective, each cut 
is the equivalent of 379 miles!!! All trees that have felled, have been chipped. These chippings have been distributed 
between the allotment sites for pathways or tenant use. This year the team also hit 1.2 tonnes of plastic, cardboard and 
paper that has been sent for recycling.

We have now finished another financial year at Jonathan Page Play Centre and I am pleased to inform you that despite 
the last two weeks of March being pretty much empty due to the COVID-19 school closures our numbers are up on last 
year. Overall Attendance: After School Club is up by 4.05% on previous year. Holiday Playscheme is up by 7.07% on 
previous year. The centre continues to have a very good reputation for providing excellent care for children with Special 
Educational Needs (SEN) and we have seen the number of referrals from Buckinghamshire Council for children with 
SEN increase. Whilst we cannot provide 1:1 care we always welcome all children if we are the right setting for them and 
can fulfil their needs.

I would like to thank Judith Priest and all the staff for their great work throughout 2019/2020 and their great flexibility 
these last two months especially. All of the team members are not only highly qualified but they are also extremely 
passionate about the care they provide for all children to see them strive and develop, and to making JPPC a great 
success.

I would also like to praise the committee. We often have full and inclusive discussions about the work that’s done, or 
processes that need signing off. Each member of the committee puts aside any party differences to make the right 
choices for the people of Aylesbury.

Finally, a big thank you to Mark Broughton and Keith Gray who between them ensure the day-to-day running of all the 
services the council perform, are done to an exceptionally high standard.

Cllr Stuart Jarvis

mailto:info%40aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk?subject=
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Report of the Chair of the Grants Committee 

The Committee met four times this year and gave detailed 
consideration to 25 applications from local charities and 
community organisations. The full £50,000 budget has been 
awarded to 25 applications. These all met the Town Council's 
Grants criteria, which requires the applicant to either; be based 
within the area administered by Aylesbury Town Council, and/or 
the activity or service would benefit a significant number of the 
residents of the Parish. 

General Grant Funding - a total of £22,775.51 was awarded to 
16 successful applicants providing a wide range of community 
activities and support, from lunch clubs, interest groups and 
outings for our more senior residents to the community-based 
Spring Festival of Colour and Diwali Festival. Local charities have 
received grants toward the cost of recruiting and supporting 
volunteers, providing respite care for families in Aylesbury and 
providing the materials required to produce and distribute food 
parcels.

The Social & Emotional Wellbeing Grant enables organisations 
to fund salaries. A total of £25,024.49 funding was allocated to; 
Southcourt Baptist Church toward payment of salary supporting 
the Bridge that Gap Project, the Spinal Injuries Association (SIA) 
for the peer support group in Aylesbury, the Monday Contact 
club towards an organiser's salary, Lymphoma Action funding 

to establish a support group in Aylesbury, the Queens Park Arts Centre towards a programme of dance/movement 
for those living with lifelong conditions and Inspire All CIC toward continuing the support for Aylesbury residents 
recovering from trauma.

All organisations offer help and support when needed, which is particularly important at a time when many statutory 
services are increasingly over-stretched. The Sports Grants received fewer applications this year but a total of £2,200 
was awarded. We continue to promote the grants scheme and encourage new applicants through the Aylesbury Town 
Matters magazine, the Council’s Facebook and Twitter accounts and the website which is reviewed and updated 
as necessary. We thank our Committee Clerk Jane Eden who is always ready to answer queries and give advice to 
prospective applicants. 

Cllr Jenny Puddefoot

Adrian Shepherd 
The Mayor, Councillors and staff are very saddened by the sudden passing of Adrian 
Shepherd, the founder and backbone of Aylesbury Community Workshop previously 
known as Men in Sheds.

Adrian was a stalwart of the community and regularly worked in co-operation with the 
Council on community events and projects, building bespoke storage, games, brackets to 
carry the Paralympic torch and lots more.

His dedication to Aylesbury Community Workshop was second to none and you could always find him in the 
workshop tinkering about and working away. He loved interacting with people of all ages, in particular getting 
children interested in technology and how it works. Not long ago he came to our Jonathan Page Play Centre 
where he showed the children how technology works by taking a TV, fan, drill and other old electrical items 
apart. His enthusiasm was so contagious, and the children had a great time.

Aylesbury Town Council will continue to support and work together with Aylesbury Community Workshop in 
every way it possibly can.

http://www.aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk
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Know your onions
"Don't bother growing onions" said the wife as she 
handed over my Bedgrove allotment keys. "You're only 
to grow stuff that we can't get in the shops or which is 
expensive. Onions are dirt cheap. Don't waste space 
on them." I didn't argue. After all, I'd only just made a 
decision on early retirement, only to find that she had 
already read the signs and my name had been on the 
allotment waiting list for a few weeks. She'd selected the 
plot already, signed the tenancy rules, collected the gate 
key and was waiting for me to announce my decision 
before handing it over. "Thank you" I said, "just what I 
always wanted." "I know." she said.

We went to have a look straight away. It was November; 
damp, dull and dreary. I was quite excited. I've always had 
a garden, but it's the wrong shape and style for growing 
food, with no out-of-sight portions of the wild exuberance 
of my flowers, shrubs and bushes for tidy weeded rows 
of vegetables. Soft fruit was top of her list, so the bed 
of raspberries could stay. The Jerusalem artichokes 
were condemned straight away (they give us gas, very 
uncomfortably), to be replaced by globe artichokes.

I was closely supervised in that first growing season. 
Amongst other rarities, we grew Pink Fir Apple and 
Purple Majesty potatoes, gooseberries, Cavalo Nero 
cabbage, fennel, celeriac, colourful chard, purple French 
beans... in short, anything that we ate a lot of (lettuce), 
was expensive (asparagus), tasted best when picked fresh 
(broad beans) or gave us fresh winter vegetables (leeks). 
But absolutely no onions. 

The first season went okay. The fennel made her ill, 
the celeriac refused to bulk up and the birds ate the 
gooseberries before we did. Otherwise we were happy. 
The yield was good (we got more of the food than 
the slugs, caterpillars and pigeons), and visiting family 
admired the taste of the meals she prepared for them. 
The allotment was declared to be a 'Good Thing'. The 
grandchildren enjoyed finding food in the ground and 
on bushes, the wife liked giving away surplus produce to 
neighbours and I rejoiced in the digging, watering and 
weeding.

Then I started to rebel. After all, I did all the hard work, 
so it seemed reasonable for me to have some say in 
what I grew. I also needed to fill the gaps in the rotation 

left by the removal of the celeriac and fennel. At first, I 
tried some banana shallots which had only just started to 
appear in supermarkets. She approved of those, although 
the yield was not terrific and they were all smaller than 
the original shop-bought parents. Then Old Frank let 
me have a dozen of his giant shallots as sets for the next 
year. These flourished, so I grew them year after year 
for pickling, keeping a dozen back to plant out the next 
season. Then one year, the whole lot failed, rotting in the 
soil. 

What had I done wrong? The allotment fellowship 
suggested that I was foolish not to start with fresh stock 
every year. Keeping the same line going year after year 
allowed it to pick up disease, steadily reducing the yield 
and weakening the bulbs. It probably explained why 
my garlic cloves (my other small rebellion) were getting 
smaller every year. 

So I browsed the seed catalogues for shallot sets and 
garlic cloves. As is my habit with catalogues, I ended up 
ordering more than I had intended, including some red 
onion sets. These claimed to be perfect for planting in 
the autumn and could go in after the runner beans and 
be harvested before the cucumbers needed the space. 
For once, the catalogue promises came true; most of the 
sets prospered, the onions were huge, tasty and red, and 
they were out of the ground in time. She didn't complain.

Thereafter, I was allowed to grow onions with mixed 
success. I didn't water them enough in the first year, so 
they ended up tiny. Next year I watered them too much 
so that they bolted, trying to flower and putting a hard 
green stalk down the centre of the bulb. Then I had one 
good year when I did everything right – just the right 
amount of steady irrigation and feeding, letting them die 
back naturally before lifting and growing three different 
varieties (just in case one of them failed). I was very proud 
of my achievement.

By then I was a Warden. This has only one perk, namely 
first pickings at plots which have been deserted before 
they can be given to new tenants. Having found good 
homes for the compost bins on one of these orphan plots 
last year, I decided to keep the compost for my own use, 
spreading it liberally across my own plot. Unfortunately, it 
was contaminated with a fungus. Every onion came out of 
the ground this year with a coating of white hairs where 
the roots had been. The smell was atrocious and the 
whole lot had to be destroyed.

Humbled by this failure I consulted the allotment 
fellowship. They tell me that a liberal application of garlic 
solution this year on next year's onion bed might fool 
the fungus into committing suicide. Or I could starve it to 
death by not planting onions for eight years. I'm going 
for the garlic option. 

In the meantime, it’s back to the supermarket for onions 
this year. "I told you they were a waste of space." she 
says. I don't reply.

Michael Brimicombe

www.twitter.com/aylesburytc
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Aylesbury Wombles 
Aylesbury Wombles started as an idea when 15-year-old Abigail Walker, who had been 
studying the environment at school and how we could help, decided to get some bin bags 
and go on a litter pick and it all snowballed from there. The idea was for it to be a bit like 
Parkrun, where you meet up every week and walk together whilst collecting litter and 
making Aylesbury a cleaner and nicer place to live and work.

Abigail's dad Richard, the Head Womble, contacted Aylesbury Town Council and asked for help by getting the 
message out so people could join, providing bin bags and some equipment. From the first meeting on, the Council was 
on board and regularly provided the group with the Council’s Community Litter Pick kit. The Wombles not only clear 
litter but they also provide an opportunity for the community to get together and to meet new people. What started 
out with a few people a few months ago is now a large group of regulars known as the Aylesbury Wombles. They meet 
every weekend and sometimes midweek in various locations across Aylesbury to clean up litter in the area. 

The Community Litter Pick kit which the Council lent the Wombles is no longer sufficient, so Aylesbury Town Council 
decided to provide the group with their own permanent litter pick equipment, such as litter pickers, high vis jackets, bin 
bag hoops plus more bin bags and also to support the group in every way it can.

Aylesbury Town Mayor, Cllr Mike Smith met up with the Wombles in 
Bedgrove last month to officially hand over the new equipment and to 
lend a helping hand at the litter pick along Ambleside. He says: “Having 
been out 'wombling' a number of times now, it's fantastic to see how 
grateful our local communities have been for the improvement in 
their environment that comes out of a visit from this fantastic group of 
volunteers. There is a real team spirit when we are out working together 
(even with the necessary social distancing at the moment!), as well as the 
satisfaction of seeing a job well done and a productive way of getting 
some exercise. The Town Council are delighted to provide this extra 
equipment and continue supporting their work."

Head Womble, Richard said: “We are very grateful to Aylesbury Town Council for all of their support and advice since 
we started. This equipment will make logistics of holding 'Wombles' in various locations at the same time a lot easier 
and ensures that all of the volunteers have the right and safe equipment to work with. We are very much looking 
forward to continuing to work in co-operation with Aylesbury Town Council in the years to come." 

Aylesbury Town Council are proud to support the Aylesbury Wombles and help make Aylesbury a cleaner and 
greener place to live and work.

Aylesbury Garden Town
A major milestone was achieved on 15 July when the Aylesbury Garden Town (AGT) 
Masterplan, the aspirational plan to transform Aylesbury, was formally approved by 
Buckinghamshire Council. A new governance structure was also approved to reflect the
new Unitary Authority, the important role of Town and Parish Councils in delivering 
services and the newly created Community Boards. Cllr Richard Lloyd, Leader of the Town Council, Keith Gray, 
the Town Council’s Clerk and Cllr Mark Winn, as Chairman of the Aylesbury Community Board, are now members 
of the newly constituted AGT Strategic Oversight Board supporting the next stage of the Programme, as it 
moves into the delivery phase. Representatives from the surrounding Parish Councils have also been invited onto 
the Board.

The global pandemic has brought into focus the importance of delivering the projects as set out in the 
Masterplan, helping to make Aylesbury a healthier, greener and more sustainable place. Several exciting and 
innovative projects are in the pipeline for AGT, with investment in the town centre recognised as a priority, 
together with the Gardenway, an 18km orbital park of connected green spaces and wildlife corridors that will 
encircle Aylesbury, together with ways to support active travel that will improve air quality and provide an 
alternative healthy, and more sustainable, way to make a journey.

With our partners we are building on the positives that have emerged from these extraordinary times and will 
work with our communities to help secure Aylesbury’s recovery and future resilience. 
For more information visit www.aylesburygardentown.co.uk

www.facebook.com/aylesburytc www.instagram.com/aylesburytowncouncil

http://www.aylesburygardentown.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/aylesburytc
http://www.instagram.com/aylesburytowncouncil
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Virtually becoming...
Dementia Friends
What have fairy lights, a bookcase and a 4-legged animal with a tail got to do with Dementia Friends? Book a 
session to find out.

Here at Dementia Friendly Aylesbury, we’re not going 
to let a pandemic get in the way of creating Dementia 
Friends. The Town Council’s Dementia Friends Champion 
has been busy delivering virtual information sessions. 
There’s no better time to become a Dementia Friend 
and understand simple actions you could do to support 
our community now more than ever! Sessions take place 
using the Zoom platform and last around 30 minutes. 

Life pre-Covid – we would have taken a photo and you would have received a small pin badge as a Dementia Friend, 
but thanks to technology we’ve moved online and are issuing virtual badges so you can use them on your emails and/or 
social media platforms. It’s a great opportunity to help support our community and as we start to ease out of lockdown, 
let’s really embrace our holding hands approach to one another - in a virtual way of course!

For more information email our Dementia Friends Champion at benedicta.lasoye@aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk 
or phone 01296 425678 and she will be more than happy to deliver a FREE workshop to you, your friends, family, 
organisation or volunteer support group.

Let’s give a virtual cheer to Legacy Funeral Services who have become our first virtual Dementia Friends. Thank you to 
James Burrett and his colleague Tony for supporting our community.

We are back! 
In time for the start of the school holidays we were able to open our doors again and welcome children 
from all schools and ages to the centre for our summer playscheme. Whilst we are running things differently 
this year it is great to hear the children’s laughter and joy again. 

During lockdown our team cared for keyworker and vulnerable children and used the time to make changes to 
the centre so we could open safely and within government guidelines. Craft activities, planned games, layout of 
the centre have all been changed with social distancing measures in mind. Nevertheless, the children are having 
a great time in their 'bubbles'.

As we are going to press we are still at the beginning of the playscheme and the weather is good, which allows 
us to make the most of our great outdoor space, which had a new addition installed whilst no children were at 
the centre – a new mud kitchen, which is already proving to be a great success. A big thank you to Paul from the 
Outdoor Maintenance Team who built it for us.

We all know that things are ever changing at the present time so whilst we don’t know yet how many children 
we will be able to welcome back for October half term, it is our full intention to run the planned Autumn Half 
Term Playscheme from 26 - 30 October 2020, which will be a creative week. Please do keep an eye out on our 
Facebook page @jpplaycentre and the Town Council’s social media for further information nearer to the time.

We hope you all have a good summer & we wish you all the very best - The Jonathan Page Play Centre Team.

ATC News

e: info@aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk

mailto:benedicta.lasoye%40aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:info@aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk
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Are you involved in a local community group or charity in Aylesbury? 
Would you like to promote your work and events? 
This magazine is delivered to every household in the Parish of Aylesbury. For more 
information call Judith 01296 425678 or email judith.priest@aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk
There is no charge for community groups and charities.

Community News

Bedgrove Scout & 
Guide Headquarters 
The Bedgrove Scout & Guide Headquarters is the 
home of the 4th Aylesbury Scout Group (Beavers, 
Cubs & Scouts), the 12th Aylesbury Rainbows, 11th 
Aylesbury Brownies, 12th Aylesbury Guides and the 
Aylesbury Trefoil Guild. 

With our team of brilliant volunteer leaders and parents, 
we look after over 130 young people every week, giving 
them some awesome opportunities for making friends, 
learning new skills and having adventures, but ultimately 
helping them to become more independent, well 
rounded and capable grown-ups.

We have the amazing opportunity to own the land that 
we sit on. Our 50 year lease is due to expire in October, 
and our landlords have offered us the chance to buy 
the freehold of our site. This is a stunning chance to 
safeguard the continuation of Scouting & Guiding in 
Bedgrove for generations to come and will allow us the 
security with which to undertake capital development 
projects that will improve the facilities for all of our young 
people for many many years.

We only have until Christmas to raise the £20,000 with 
which to make the purchase, so unfortunately time isn’t 
on our side. We have started an ambitious programme of 
fundraising that includes a GoFundMe page
https://www.gofundme.com/f/xa9adu-landpurchase
and any donation, no matter how large or small, would 
be absolutely amazing!

Please reach out to Alex Monro, the Committee Chair at 
doverhedgehut@gmail.com if you have any questions or 
if you can help us in any other way. Thank you in advance 
for your support!

Aylesbury Community Board 
Issues that matter to our community can now be 
tackled through the new Aylesbury Community Board, 
connecting local people, organisations and groups 
with Buckinghamshire Council to improve our area. In 
July, the board held an introductory meeting to start this 
conversation, and over the next few weeks organisers will 
be getting people, groups and organisations involved 
and helping to identify key themes and issues ahead of 
an official launch in September. Everyone is welcome – 
read on to find out more.

What is a Community Board?
One of 16 across the county, Aylesbury’s board will 
represent the voices of local people, capturing thoughts 
and ideas in new ways. The board will enable local 
conversations to identify the biggest themes, issues 
and areas of interest, and then find creative solutions 
together. It will influence how decisions are made and 
services delivered.

How does it work?
The new Aylesbury Community Board is up and running 
and Cllr Mark Winn is its Chairman. Amy Jenner is the 
coordinator, who will make sure local people, groups 
and organisations feel connected with the board and the 
Buckinghamshire Council, information is shared and views 
are heard. 

With no need to attend 
everything the board does, 
you can participate in issues 
that you feel passionate about; 
join meetings or take part in 
a working group. The core 
meetings will decide priorities, 
allocate funding and report action 
plan progress. Alongside, the working groups will focus 
on specific issues/projects. Agendas and minutes will be 
online, and you will be able to complete surveys, take 
part in polls or share your views.

If you’d like to get involved, email 
localities@buckinghamshire.gov.uk or visit 
www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/community-boards

http://www.aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk
mailto:judith.priest%40aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk?subject=
https://www.gofundme.com/f/xa9adu-landpurchase
mailto:doverhedgehut@gmail.com
mailto:localities%40buckinghamshire.gov.uk?subject=
http://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/community-boards
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Community News

Heart of Bucks have launched the Bucks Coronavirus 
Stabilisation Fund to support not-for-profit 
organisations in the community as they work to 
recover as a result of COVID-19. 

The coronavirus outbreak has had a huge impact on 
our community. Before UK lockdown began, we set 
up the Bucks Coronavirus Response Appeal (BCRA) 
to fund groups providing services and support to the 
local community. The focus of the BCRA was to fund 
emergency response activity, giving grants to charities, 
organisations and community groups helping to alleviate 
some of the negative impact of COVID-19 in the area.
With the easing of the lockdown, and with organisations 
taking the first steps to return to a ‘new normal’ way of 
working, we are now expanding our funding offer.

The Bucks Coronavirus Stabilisation Fund has been set 
up to enable not-for-profit organisations, hard hit by the 
impact of the pandemic, to start to stabilise their financial 
and operational position and move towards recovery.
In the same way as the BCRA, the Bucks Coronavirus 
Stabilisation Fund will continue to make grants for 
immediate relief, particularly in local communities that 
experience a return to lockdown as a result of a spike in 
infections.

The Bucks Coronavirus Stabilisation Fund expands on 
the support offered by the BCRA, as grants can now 
also be awarded to organisations who have lost income 
as a result of the virus, who need funds to adapt to our 
‘new normal’, who need financial assistance to prevent 
problems from emerging or getting worse and to support 
them for a longer period of time as they try to stabilise in 
the wake of lockdown.

If you are a Bucks-based not-for-profit organisation 
looking for funding to stabilise at this difficult time, you 
can learn more about our funding opportunities and 
apply here: https://heartofbucks.org/coronavirus-
response-funds/

Margaret Loughlin, member of Aylesbury Town WI was 
nominated for the BBC’s ‘The One Show Big Thank 
You’ and got her picture shown and a mention on the 
show for her amazing efforts.

Margaret volunteers 
at Aylesbury Vineyard 
Church four days a 
week and along with 
three others, they 
have cooked over 
5,000 meals during 
lockdown. The much 
needed meals go out 
to families via the 
foodbank in the Aylesbury Vale area of Buckinghamshire 
which is now open six days a week.

“Gill Marks, our President, nominated me for 'The One 
Show Big Thank You' to foodbank helpers and they 
showed two photos of me and said a huge thank you. It 
was such a shock for me when I was contacted but very 
humbling to know that the ladies from Aylesbury Town WI 
were willing me on. Most of the food we cook comes via 
donations from stores such as M&S, Morrisons, Waitrose, 
our local fruit and veg merchants and Fareshare, which 
also got a mention on the show as well. Many of the local 
churches and the Aylesbury Mosque have had collections 
for us too and of course we get many individuals who 
donate."

Margaret had been helping her daughter move to 
Vietnam from Cambodia earlier this year when lockdown 
hit that part of the world. During her time in Cambodia, 
Margaret volunteered at Esther House, a home for girls 
under the age of 18. Margaret has offered her cooking, 
baking and sewing skills at the home for several years and 
told us that the girls often end up sewing better than her! 

Margaret thought she was coming back to the UK for a 
nice rest after an exhausting three months away, only to 
find out the UK was also in lockdown and the financial 
struggles for many families had begun. "I was privileged 
to have been asked to go into The Vineyard Centre to 
cook and it felt wonderful that I was doing my bit to help 
the families in need”. Margaret has been cooking for the 
homeless and those struggling within Aylesbury for the 
last 12 years, so was more than happy to help. Margaret 
told us “I never thought we’d still be cooking in mid-
July and reach over 5,000 meals. It's wonderful that our 
centre cooks throughout the school holidays for families 
in need. I even managed a bit of a break to sew some 
laundry bags for the NHS. It was a rest from cooking, and 
I thoroughly enjoyed it."

ATC invites your comments...
If you have thoughts about the town we’d like you to 
express them through this magazine. How do you feel 
about the town in general? Do you have fresh ideas? 
We’d like to know. You can send an email marked ‘ATM 
Letters’ to info@aylesburytowncouncil.co.uk or write 
to us at: Aylesbury Town Council, Town Hall, 5 Church 
Street, Aylesbury, HP20 2QP. Please do give us your 
name and contact details so that we can reply to you.

http://www.twitter.com/aylesburytc
https://heartofbucks.org/coronavirus-response-funds/
https://heartofbucks.org/coronavirus-response-funds/
mailto:info%40aylesburytowncouncil.co.uk?subject=
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First two celebrity patrons
SeeAbility is delighted to welcome our first two celebrity patrons. We’re thrilled that business entrepreneur and 
TV personality, Amar Latif, who will be TV’s first ever blind chef, together with Helen Fospero, television presenter and 
journalist, have agreed to join us to support our work. 

SeeAbility provides ambitious social care for people with learning 
disabilities, autism and sight loss. We encourage them to challenge what 
they expect from life, from themselves and from wider society – and they 
in turn challenge society to think about what’s possible, and to rethink 
disability. In 2019, we partnered with Amar to offer a unique challenge 
to raise funds for the charity’s vital work, by joining forces on a trek to 
Mount Toubkal, Morocco's highest peak.

As founder and director of the incredibly successful company Traveleyes, 
which provides worldwide group holidays for blind and sighted 
travellers, Amar is passionate about ensuring visually impaired travellers 
never have to accept restrictions on their world travel aspirations. On 
the trek, Amar was guided by Helen Fospero, of BBC’s The One Show, 

Watchdog & ITV fame, and the two celebrities soon discovered they have a shared commitment to enable people with 
disabilities to take part in their communities. 

Amar said: “I’m delighted to have been invited to be a patron of SeeAbility. Social inclusion is a cause that’s really close 
to my heart and I’m looking forward to working with SeeAbility and alongside Helen, to make inclusion a reality for 
people with disabilities."

We’re delighted that Helen will be joining SeeAbility as our patron, alongside Amar. After a recent visit to Heather 
House, SeeAbility’s home for young people with the rare life-limiting disease juvenile CLN3 (Batten) disease, Helen 
said: “I was humbled by the dedication of the team at Heather House to ensure that people with disabilities lead 
fulfilling lives and achieve their goals. I’m looking forward to working with the incredible team at SeeAbility to break 
down barriers in society and to challenge assumptions about what people with disabilities can and can’t do.”

Lisa Hopkins, CEO of SeeAbility said: “Our ambition is for people with learning disabilities, autism and sight loss to be 
in charge of their own lives, and to realise their goals. We’re passionate about creating opportunities for everyone to 
feel included in society and their community; both Amar and Helen’s values are completely aligned with our own and I’m 
absolutely delighted that they will both be supporting our vision and we’re incredibly excited to be working with them.” 

September is Blood Cancer Awareness Month, and for 2020 Aylesbury 
based charity Lymphoma Action are teaming up with Leukaemia Care 
for their first ever Bridges of Britain walk. Taking part is simple – ask your 
friends and family to sponsor you to complete a seven mile walk on the
weekend of Sunday 27 September with only one rule, your route must 
include a bridge! 

As well as raising vital funds, the event aims to raise awareness around lymphoma as the fifth most common cancer 
in the UK. “Our Fundraising Team have been coming up with some fantastic virtual fundraising ideas throughout the 
lockdown period, from cooking and fitness challenges, through to online quizzes and virtual nights in” says Ropinder 
Gill, Chief Executive Officer at Lymphoma Action. “Now that the lockdown restrictions are starting to ease, we are 
thinking of ways that people can continue to support us, whilst still practicing social distancing to protect themselves, 
their loved ones and their communities.”

“We would encourage anyone in Aylesbury to take part in our Bridges of Britain walk” she adds. “We have always 
valued the support of the people in the local area. Although we can’t wait for the day that we can see the wonderful 
faces of the people in the community again, whether that be at one of our rubber duck races along the canal, a dog 
walk in the woods, or carol singing with our team in the Market Square, we are still here working to make a difference 
to the lives of people affected by Lymphoma.”

http://www.facebook.com/aylesburytc
http://www.instagram.com/aylesburytowncouncil
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A Rotary Global Grant has enabled Aylesbury Hundreds
Rotary club to present a superb sum of money to  
Florence Nightingale Hospice to purchase urgently 
needed equipment for use during the COVID-19 crisis.

Together with a club donation, all members individually 
contributed funding which under a Rotary International 
grant agreement has a further 50% added, boosting the 
final total. 

The grant was applied for by the District 1260 Rotary 
Foundation team to cover all hospices situated in the 
Beds, Bucks and Herts area of which there are eight. 
The total grant was for a MASSIVE £84,000 which is to 
be distributed among the hospices. 

The Rotary Club of Buckingham also contributed and 
together with Aylesbury Hundreds, totalled a share of 
the grant amounting to a wonderful £6,345. Items being 
purchased by Florence Nightingale Hospice will include 
portable filtering air conditioners (as pictured in the 
photograph below).

Rotary Club of Aylesbury Hundreds

(L-R) Day Hospice Nurse Tracy Batt, Hospice Charity Chief Executive 
Jo Turner, Rotary District Secretary Leslie Robertson, Liz Monaghan 
Hospice Matron, Lees Fell and Rob Kernot President and Past 
President of Aylesbury Hundreds RC, Brian Hurst and Lindsey Fealey 
President and Secretary of Buckingham RC, Paul Denton Global 
Grant Chairman presenting the donation plaque with the Past 
District Governor of Rotary Mary Whitehead

Buckinghamshire
Adult Learning
Inspiring learning, changing lives

Buckinghamshire Adult Learning is offering face-to-
face tuition to learners now that course venues have 
reopened their doors across the county. Their autumn 
term programme has gone live, with courses starting 
in September, bookable on the Buckinghamshire Adult 
Learning website at www.adultlearningbc.ac.uk

As a consequence of the coronavirus pandemic, adult 
learning courses in Buckinghamshire have been taught 
exclusively online for the last few months and many classes 
will be continuing this way. Following social distancing 
guidelines, now that face-to-face learning has restarted, 
adult learners will have additional opportunities to expand 
their skills and knowledge.

With a broad programme of over 1,500 part-time courses 
and workshops, delivered online and from multiple 
locations across Buckinghamshire, there is something to 
suit everyone. Courses will range from one-day to one-
year, and cover beginner through to advanced levels, 
offering day time and evening flexibility.

 Part-time courses include:
 • English, ESOL and maths
 • Digital skills
 • Employability
 • Creative writing
 • Drawing and painting
 • French, German, Italian
  and Spanish
 • Pilates, Yoga and Tai Chi
 • Pottery
 • Practical gardening
 • Sign language
 • Stained glass

Classes allow students to develop their skills, knowledge 
and confidence in an environment where both tutors and 
learners offer support and encouragement.

Community News

DON'T FORGET...
Keep an eye on our Facebook page 
for up to date information on whether 
our Festive Family Fun and Carolfest 
events will take place on Sunday 
13 December 2020.

mailto:info%40aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk?subject=
http://www.adultlearningbc.ac.uk
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HS2 in Aylesbury 
High Speed Two (HS2) is the new high-speed railway 
for Britain. We have committed to create a railway 
which is designed, built and operated to the highest 
health, safety and security standards. 

We want to reassure you that HS2 are continually 
reviewing the works on our construction sites in line with 
Government and Public Health England (PHE) advice 
on dealing with COVID-19. The Government’s current 
strategy makes it clear that construction activity can 
continue as long as it complies with this guidance. 

Please be assured that only sites that can operate within 
the guidelines are operational. All sites along the route 
will remain under constant review.

As the work around HS2 starts to build momentum, there 
will be many ways in which we look to reach out and work 
alongside the communities. We will look to hold drop in 
sessions, online engagement meetings and utilise local 
newsletters and social media to help connect and inform 
of the progress throughout the Aylesbury area.

As the Community Engagement team grows working 
in collaboration with our contractors, we can now reach 
more communities offering further contact and better 
channels of engagement. 

We are looking forward to uniting on some local projects, 
such as the delivery of sessions from the Dementia 
Friends team ran by the Aylesbury Town Council to our 
main works contractors, EKFB. 

We want to keep connecting with community projects to 
provide the opportunity for more information about HS2 
and how it could possibly affect your service.

To find out more about what’s happening in the Aylesbury 
area and to receive regular email updates, you can sign 
up to your local community website on
www.hs2inbucksandox.co.uk 

If you have a question about HS2 or our works, please 
contact our HS2 Helpdesk team on 08081 434 434 or 
email hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk 

Community News

awa
supporting women and children

against domestic violence

Life in lockdown – 
a view from Women’s Aid
Like most of the country we had to react quickly to 
the COVID-19 lockdown. Most of our work was done 
face-to-face with women and children. Overnight we had 
to adapt our working practices so we could still remain 
‘open for businesses’ for those who were in abusive 
relationships.

Our Advice Line has remained open throughout and 
has been incredibly busy – our outreach staff have been 
wonderful. They have provided the same level of support 
as normal and have continued to work proactively with 
clients ensuring that they remain safe within their home 
or community.

The refuge staff have also continued to work throughout 
the lockdown, providing support to those women and 
children who were in the refuge. Their dedication has 
made sure that those who need their support get it and 
the safe, supportive nature of refuge remains. This has 
meant re-organising the refuge space to provide places 
where new families can stay for a 14-day period to ensure 
they had no symptoms relating to COVID-19 before 
moving into the main building. The women who were 
in the refuge, prior to lockdown, supported staff with 
achieving this with some disruption to themselves. They 
felt it was important that safe spaces were provided to 
other families. So, thank you to them.

There are some other organisations who we would like 
to say thank you to for their continuing support and 
for thinking of us during this time: Paradigm Housing, 
Police and Crime Commissioner, The Buckinghamshire 
Freemasons, KidsOut, the Housing Department at 
Buckinghamshire Council and to those in the community, 
who despite the disruption to their own lives, took the 
time to think of us and were so generous with their 
donations. You have all contributed to our core principle 
of keeping women and children safe and making their 
lives a little bit happier.

If you are experiencing domestic abuse, please call our 
confidential helpline numbers: 01296 437777 or 01296 
436827 or visit www.aylesburywomensaid.org.uk

Member of Women’s Aid Federation England
Charity No: 1054308

http://www.aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk
http://www.hs2inbucksandox.co.uk 
mailto:hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk
http://www.aylesburywomensaid.org.uk


16

Welcome to our new virtual online Health and 
Wellbeing for patients to live healthily with and 
beyond cancer interactive session on MS Teams.
 
With the Macmillan Clinical Psychology Service,
Buckinghamshire Healthcare NHS Trust
Date: Wednesday 16 September 2020
Time: 1pm
Topic: Emotional care and support for people 
 affected by cancer in Buckinghamshire 
 
For more information and to obtain the link for this 
interactive session please contact the Cancer Education, 
Information and Support Service on 01296 316537 and a 
link will be sent to you by email.
 
A guide on how to use MS Teams can also be sent to you 
if you are unfamiliar with this software.

Community News

Your charities need you!
The majority of charities and community groups 
in Buckinghamshire operate very locally within 
neighbourhood communities, towns, and villages – 
and Aylesbury and the surrounding area hosts a 
quarter of the county’s charities. 

Their local knowledge and established networks are 
key and helps to explain why our voluntary groups have 
been so important in the response to the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Each year we publish a report looking at the county’s 
charities and community groups, including challenges 
they face. Our State of the Sector Report 2019 found
that there were two challenges that most voluntary 
groups encountered: securing funding and increased 
demand for services.

Coronavirus has compounded these challenges; many 
organisations were forced to close their doors, stop 
fundraising events, and alter their ways of working at a 
time when demand for their services soared. This has 
affected not just the charities but also has an impact on 
the people they help.

Our local charities and community groups are never more 
needed, but they now need your help. To ensure their 
survival and the ability to help both now and in years to 
come, please think about how you could help – maybe 
volunteer, donate, fundraise for them or buy from their 
shops. 

Perhaps you know of a local charity which has supported 
you, a family member or neighbour. Why not contact 
them and see how you could help? You can also find 
information on www.communityimpactbucks.org.uk 
about local volunteering opportunities as well as current 
Bucks Fundraising Appeals. 

Buckinghamshire Family 
Information Service
Buckinghamshire Family 
Information Service 
is here for you and 
your family. Use our 
website or contact the 
Buckinghamshire Family 
Information Service (BFIS) 
to find free information 
and advice for families 
with children aged 0 to 19 years, or up to 25 years with 
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND), young 
people and professionals. 

You can find information and guidance on childcare and 
early years, things to do and holiday activities, family 
centres, parenting, support services and organisations 
and on the Local Offer for those with SEND. 

Throughout the current pandemic, we can help you to 
find the advice, support or information you and your 
family need. Visit www.bucksfamilyinfo.org/coronavirus

Available Monday to Thursday from 9am to 5.30pm 
and Friday 9am to 5pm. Have a chat with one of the 
Information and Outreach Officers who can help with 
advice on benefits, childcare, educational resources and 
more. Call 01296 383293 or alternatively email 
familyinfo@buckinghamshire.gov.uk 

www.twitter.com/aylesburytc

http://www.communityimpactbucks.org.uk
http://www.bucksfamilyinfo.org/coronavirus
mailto:familyinfo@buckinghamshire.gov.uk 
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A longer term for the Town Mayor
In the normal course of events I would have stepped 
down and handed over to a new Mayor in May, but 
there has been an unexpected temporary extension of 
my Mayoral term due to the coronavirus situation. 

And I must say, whilst it’s frustrating not to be fully 'into' 
the role now (no big public events or celebrations, for 
obvious reasons) it has enabled me to see even more of 
our town showing its very best in a time of crisis.

The best example 
must be Hilda 
Duncombe, a 
resident of Bartlett’s 
Nursing Home, 
whose poetry was 
featured in the 
previous issue of 
Aylesbury Town 
Matters. At the age 
of no less than 103, 

Hilda walked 103 laps of the home with a walking frame, 
raising an incredible £7,600 for Alzheimer's Research. I 
call Hilda 'our very own Captain Tom' but she’s actually 
even better – she did three more laps than he did, and 
she’s three years older than him! Hilda is also a confident 
user of new technology, as we chatted on Skype video 
calls at both the start and finish of her incredible walk. 

I was proud to stand with the Royal British Legion and 
lay a wreath at the War Memorial in Aylesbury Cemetery, 
marking VE day on 8 May and we will also be marking 
VJ day on 15 August. I recognised the bravery and 
dedication of our local armed forces and cadets by 
attending the raising of a flag on the steps of Old County 
Hall to mark the start of Armed Forces Week in June. 

As I have tried to do throughout the last few months, I 
want to recognise the fantastic work done by volunteers 
and charities to help those suffering hardship, loneliness 
and stress during the lockdown period. 

My own Mayor's charity, Youth Concern, has done 
an amazing job of keeping its counselling services 
going ‘remotely’ for young people with mental health 
challenges, and have now reopened their face to face 
services at the Uptown Coffee Bar in Whitehill. 

Other great local charities like the food banks and 
Lindengate, respectively keeping people’s physical and 
mental needs fully nourished, have also been utterly 
brilliant throughout, and there have been countless 
others. 

I have also seen so many individuals stepping up to help 
others, and you all should be so proud of yourselves. 
That’s true whether you’ve been looking out for a couple 
of neighbours and helping them with shopping etc, 
to those of you who gave every moment of your time 
completely unpaid to make PPE, carry out deliveries of 
food, medicines and information, run a local ‘help and 
support’ group, or made phone calls to anyone who just 
needed to hear a friendly voice. 

Finally, I was absolutely delighted to find out that my 
fundraising efforts over the year to May had raised an 
incredible £19,400 for Youth Concern. That’s all down 
to YOU, the residents of the town and surrounding 
areas, who’ve been so supportive and kind in buying 
tickets for our events or giving generously to our ‘bucket 
collections’ at other Town Council events. 

Youth Concern were thrilled to receive that vital donation 
and asked me to also send their sincere thanks to 
everyone. 

Very best wishes to you all, stay safe and healthy. 

Cllr Mike Smith
Aylesbury Town Mayor

17www.facebook.com/MayorOfAylesbury
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Cllr Tuffail Hussain
07832 913171

Cllr Graham Moore
07886 369565

Cllr Anders Christensen
07834 995690

Ward: Gatehouse

Cllr Ranjula Takodra MBE
07958 423083

Ward: Walton Court

Cllr Andy Huxley 
07711 837938

Cllr Chris Adams
07968 444222

Ward: Quarrendon

Ward: Southcourt

Cllr Steven Lambert
01296 395511

Cllr Mike Smith
07854 178012

Ward: Oxford Road

Cllr Richard Lloyd
07887 685345

Cllr Sue Chapple
01296 426814

Cllr Denise Summers
01296 424903

Ward: Mandeville & Elm Farm

Cllr Susan Morgan
07799 074411

Ward: ElmhurstWard: Central

Cllr Barbara Russel
01296 431314

Cllr Tim Dixon
07849 757492

Cllr Jenny Bloom
01296 434123

Cllr Tom Hunter-Watts
07595 178660 

Cllr Mark Winn
01296 393304

Ward: Bedgrove

Cllr Allison Harrison
07795 210808

Ward: Oakfield

Aylesbury Town Council Ward Map

Cllr Mark White
07771 877488

Ward: Coppice Way

Cllr Brian Adams
07855 299999

Ward: Hawkslade

Cllr Mark Willis
07723 091637

Cllr Bill Chapple OBE
07702 031712

Ward: Walton

Cllr Waheed Raja
07969 056877

Cllr Ashley Morgan
07799 878059

VACANT

mailto:info%40aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk?subject=
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Aylesbury Town Council Ward Map
Council Services

Who do I talk to about?...Who do I talk to about?...

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL
Buckinghamshire Council provides services on a county-wide basis and has a very 
regulatory remit. Call 0300 131 6000 or visit www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk

Buckinghamshire Council is responsible for:

• Collection of Council Tax and business rates

• Waste collection

• Waste disposal and household recycling centres

• Local planning and building regulations

• Public car parks

• Licensing and Environmental Health

• Leisure Services (including Aqua Vale and all parks)

• Award of grants to local groups and charities

• Grass cutting of open spaces and parks

• Grass cutting of rural highways/grass verges

• Upkeep of Aylesbury town areas such as Kingsbury and Market Square

• Roads and pavements

• Education and main libraries

• Social care services

• Trading Standards

• Registrars - births, deaths and marriages

AYLESBURY
TOWN COUNCIL

AYLESBURY TOWN COUNCIL
Aylesbury Town Council is the council closest to the residents in the parish of Aylesbury. 
The Town Council is here to be a voice for the residents by representing their views on 
issues affecting them. Call 01296 425 678 or visit www.aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk

Aylesbury Town Council is responsible for:

• Office of the Mayor and Mayoral engagements

• Management of all allotment sites

• Local Burial Authority - management of Tring Road Cemetery

•  Devolved Services including grass cutting of urban highway grass verges

•  Support Twinning of Aylesbury with Bourg-en-Bresse

• A programme of events throughout the year such as Parklife, Soapbox Derby, Aylesbury on Sea, 
 Christmas and summer events along with other free events

• Award of grants to local groups and charities

• Free quarterly magazine, Aylesbury Town Matters

• Jonathan Page Play Centre

• Aylesbury in Bloom (hanging baskets, planters, floral beds, roundabouts and more)

• Partnership working and engagement with other community stakeholders and Buckinghamshire Council

http://www.aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk
http://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk
http://www.aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk
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Art & Leisure

Aylesbury’s Queens Park Arts Centre will be 
reopening this September, with a programme 
of weekly workshops on offer to the local 
community.

After closing to the public in March, Queens Park has 
been delivering its ‘Arts for All’ ethos online through 
a series of digital classes run via Zoom and their 
#LiveCreativelyQPAC campaign. Now though, the 
Centre’s main building will be in use once again for 
workshops exploring the visual and performing arts. 

New measures have been put in place to ensure 
all activities adhere to the latest Government 
guidelines concerning COVID-19; including 
alterations to programming, signage to aid social 
distancing and increased cleaning schedules. 

“The Queens Park team have worked incredibly 
hard to ready the Centre for reopening,” says 
Artistic Director Sarah Lewis.“We’re thrilled to 
be welcoming students back again as well as 
continuing our online activities for those unable to 
re-join us in September.”

As part of safety measures and capacity restrictions 
required by social distancing, all classes at the 
Centre will need to be pre-booked, and attendees 
will be asked to take out membership with Queens 
Park when booking. 

“We’ll be continually monitoring Government 
guidelines and adjusting our working practices 
accordingly,” Sarah adds, “There’ll be a period of 
adjustment for attendees and staff alike, but we’re 
determined to do what we need to in order to 
reopen the Centre safely for visitors old and new.”

For the latest updates from QPAC, and to book a 
class for the first half term of the season, visit 
www.qpc.org 

Welcome back to 
Bucks County Museum
After months of closure due to lockdown we were 
delighted to invite our local communities back to 
the museum over the summer to enjoy the garden 
and take part in special family activities. 

Bucks Art Society 100th Anniversary Exhibition
We now look forward to welcoming you back into 
the museum with the Bucks Art Society 100th 
Anniversary Exhibition – a superb show including 
paintings, prints, sculpture and more by over 30 
artists from across the county. Come and enjoy their 
creativity and talent. Work is for sale. From mid- 
November to mid-February. 

Discover Bucks New Galleries Project
During lockdown staff have been busy working 
with designers on our exciting new capital project, 
Discover Bucks. This project will transform our 

current displays, 
which are 25 years 
old, into five new 
stunning galleries 
that tell the story 
of Bucks people 
and landscapes 
from 200 million 
years ago to 

today. Visitors will discover sea monsters that lived 
in prehistoric seas, find out about the lives of early 
Bucks people, see a stunning new display about the 
Anglo-Saxon and Viking Lenborough coin hoard, 
enjoy stories and objects from different communities 
in Bucks past and present, and discover wonderful 
Bucks wildlife. The new galleries are due to open 
summer 2021. Visit our website to find out more 
and how you can support the project.

For all our news and what our new opening hours 
and arrangements will be over the coming months 
please visit www.buckscountymuseum.org
Bucks County Museum, Church Street, Aylesbury 
HP20 2QP. Tel. 01296 331441

ImageZ Camera Club 
It has not been the year we all expected or planned! ImageZ Camera Club had to stop meeting in our usual hall 
but, resilient as always, we continued by using the medium of Zoom. We will be starting our new season on 
8 September, still on Zoom, and see how things go. We continue to have a busy season ahead with the usual range 
of talks, competitions and practical evenings although done in a slightly different way. The club is lively and dynamic 
with a full range of photographic abilities from beginners through to pro. Our ethos is always to help each other 
to learn and grow as photographers.  If you are interested in becoming part of our club please contact me Kathy 
Chantler (Chairman) on 07738 112775 email kathychantler@gmail.com and we can chat about it. 

www.twitter.com/aylesburytc

http://www.qpc.org 
http://www.buckscountymuseum.org
mailto:kathychantler@gmail.com
http://www.twitter.com/aylesburytc


Aylesbury Town Council Grants

The next Grants Committee meeting will take place on Wednesday 29 March. 
The deadline for grant applications to be considered at this meeting is Friday 17 March at 5pm.

The next Grants Committee meeting will take place on

Wednesday 21 October 2020
The deadline for grant applications to be considered at this meeting

is Wednesday 7 October 2020 at 5pm. 

Are you involved in a charitable or voluntary organisation working for 
the benefit of people in Aylesbury? If so, you may be able to apply for a 
grant from Aylesbury Town Council. 

We award grants that will benefit the town and its communities. Grants can be awarded to fund projects or 
activities as well as projects working in Aylesbury to improve public wellbeing. There are also grants to support 
young sports people representing their sport at a national or international level to help them achieve their 
potential.

Aylesbury Town Council’s Grant Scheme supports many worthwhile charities and organisations. The funds given 
really do make a difference to the community of Aylesbury and the residents that need the support which these 
organisations provide.

For information on how to apply for an Aylesbury Town Council Grant visit www.aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk 
email Jane Eden, Grants Officer jane.eden@aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk or call 01296 425678.
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Sexual Assault & Abuse
Support Service
Aylesbury Vale & Milton Keynes

SPACE 

SPACE provides support and care to adults who are going through difficult times. Reasons 
include loneliness, long term illness, addiction, homelessness, relationship breakdowns 
amongst others. SPACE offers five weekly drop-in sessions, a weekly choir, short walks and 
affordable one-to-one counselling. SPACE was awarded £3,000 through the Social and 
Emotional Wellbeing grant scheme towards the staffing costs to provide these services. 
Visit www.spaceaylesbury.org for more information.

Aylesbury Vale Child Contact Centre

Aylesbury Vale Child Contact Centre received a Social and Emotional Wellbeing grant from 
Aylesbury Town Council to continue providing a place of safety where children from broken 
families can meet and maintain a positive relationship with a non-resident parent. The 
£2,000 will go towards the Aylesbury Vale Child Contact Centre group being able to provide 
for local families in crisis, so that their children can grow up with a sense of belonging to two 
parents rather than one, and provide them with some emotional and social stability. 
For more information visit www.aylesburyvalechildcontactcentre.org

Aylesbury Vale and Milton Keynes Sexual Assault
and Abuse Support Service (AVMKSAASS)

Aylesbury Town Council supported AVMKSAASS by awarding the organisation 
£2,000 to continue their valuable service. AVMKSAASS aims to provide holistic 
support to all survivors and their families whose lives have been impacted by sexual 
assault and abuse in all its forms. Services provided by the group include information, 
advice and guidance, counselling, advocacy, group therapy and drop-in services.
For more information visit www.avmksaass.org.uk

www.facebook.com/aylesburytc www.instagram.com/aylesburytowncouncil

http://www.aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk 
mailto:jane.eden@aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk
http://www.spaceaylesbury.org
http://www.aylesburyvalechildcontactcentre.org
http://www.avmksaass.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/aylesburytc
http://www.instagram.com/aylesburytowncouncil


Aylesbury High School continues
to be the top school in Bucks for DofE
We have run the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (DofE) for many 
years at AHS and every year almost three quarters of Year 10, 
up to half of Year 11, and good numbers of Year 12 and Year 
13 work hard to achieve their Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards. 
This often makes us the top school in Buckinghamshire, both 
for students starting the Award, and even more importantly for 
finishing it. 

This year was no exception: 186 students achieved their DofE Award this year! To achieve it they must complete 
four sections: physical, volunteering, skills and the expedition, plus an additional residential section at Gold level. 
AHS girls have done everything from being a scout leader to volunteering at a pig sanctuary, from baking to 
learning Korean, and from cricket to Taekwondo. 

People often think of the expedition as the most important and memorable aspect of the Award, and indeed 
for many the experience of planning, navigating and completing an independent expedition in the countryside, 
lasting at least two days, is the highlight or horror of DofE. However, a lasting impact is also made by the 
volunteering section and this year AHS students gave an amazing 3,341 hours to their local community. The 
social value of these hours in monetary terms has been calculated as £14,533.35 by DofE, but the impact on 
students themselves and the organisations they help goes far beyond this. 

A huge well done to all the students who achieved their Award this year and a big thank you to staff and parents 
who helped make the achievement possible, as well as our DofE ambassadors in Year 12 and Year 13 who 
helped out with younger students. Next year could be even more of a bumper year, as we have a backlog of 
students who were unable to complete their expedition section due to COVID-19 restrictions. They are aiming to 
complete it next year, all being well, so watch this space for even more Awards next year!

Miss Sarah Sheppard
Aylesbury High School DofE Lead
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Young People

Youth Concern locked down but not out
Like everyone else around the globe, Youth Concern faced unprecedented challenges 
in March 2020. With heavy hearts we closed the doors of the Uptown Coffee Bar on 
17 March and quickly worked out how we could keep supporting vulnerable young people 
in Aylesbury through the challenging times ahead.

Put simply, we moved our services online. We continued to offer counselling to existing and new clients 
via Zoom. We offered emotional support over the phone, WhatsApp and online chat platforms. We found 
emergency accommodation for young people in urgent need. We were there for young people when they 
needed us most. As we have all found out in our personal and working lives, nothing beats face-to-face contact. 
We were delighted to safely re-open our doors on 6 July. We now offer pre-booked face-to-face appointments at 
the Uptown Coffee Bar and it is wonderful to be back. Things are different: strict social distancing measures are 
in place to keep everyone safe, the use of hand sanitiser and gloves are encouraged, and staff and young people 
wear masks. We do miss the pool table, table tennis and chats over cups of tea, and hope to return to full service 
in time.

We have continued to work closely with our partner agencies, Switch (an alcohol 
and drug service working with young people) and bSHaW (meeting young 
people’s sexual health needs). We have gratefully received grants from local and 
national funders to support our service. We have relaunched our website and 
social media channels to ensure we stay relevant and accessible. We have put up 
new signage on the Oxford Road to help people find our drop-in centre more 
easily. And of course, work has continued on our supported accommodation 
project, The Next Step, which we plan to open later this year.

It’s been a challenging time for us all but Youth Concern is stronger than ever and still very much here to 
continue supporting vulnerable young people in Aylesbury. Contact us by phone 01296 431183, text or 
WhatsApp 07470 833500, online chat or through our website www.youthconcern.org.uk

e: info@aylesburytowncouncil.gov.uk
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Young People

Aylesbury Youth Town Council

Scribing in lockdown 
Of course, like everybody else, the last few months have been completely different to 
any I have ever experienced before. I’ve spent my time getting used to schooling at home, 
going to regular Zoom meetings and even meeting the other Youth Town Council members 
over a video call. As someone who loves writing, I’ve also used the past months to work on the first draft of a 
book that I’m writing.

Writing is the type of activity that doesn’t really change even when 
everything else does. We may be confined to our homes or miss the 
people that we’re used to seeing, but when you get an author in front of a 
computer screen and ask them to type, it’s always the same. It’s a form of 
escapism, or maybe more aptly a way to find yourself in different places, 
not just curled up on a sofa with a mug of hot chocolate. Suddenly you 
can be anywhere you want to be. For me, in this particular book which is 
contemporary young adult fiction, that's a school not too dissimilar to my 
own and a myriad of cosy coffee shops that are probably too picturesque
to exist in real life.

I suppose that my main takeaway from this attempt to keep writing, even when everything else is changing, is 
that finding something that we really love to do is hugely important. Not only that, but we can accomplish things 
we never expected to be able to with a pinch of resilience, good music in the background (I’m going through 
film soundtracks right now) and a whole heap of perseverance. I never expected to finish the first draft of my 
book this month, but I did. Now, I just have to start editing!

Elizabeth Sond
Youth Town Councillor

Wombling & baking in lockdown
Although, there's a feeling of ‘being prisoners’ in our own homes, lockdown has 
blessed us with a key aspect of society that we have been lacking for years - the 
sense of community. Everyone’s lives have just been put on hold, allowing them to 
venture out into the world and embrace upon a new, fresh experience that they may 
have never known about otherwise. 

There is no longer a rush so everyone has time for everyone. On the usual daily 
walks, we all have taken for a while, we stop and chat to anyone and everyone. We 
are meeting new people and are going out of our way for people we have always 
known because we have all started to care more. 

Now we have all this extra time, volunteering to numerous causes is becoming 
the new norm as a way of getting out the house and spicing up the week a little. 
For me, this has been volunteering with the 
Aylesbury Wombles. If this pandemic had not 
have happened, I would not have seen the 
beauty of the simple act of litter picking and 
meeting new people of all ages! Although I 
have only been once, it has been a highlight 
and an activity I will always want to support. 

This pandemic has also brought brand new 
experiences – one of which has been a virtual 
baking session with the Youth Town Council. 
These are memories that will last a lifetime, 
and even though I have just joined the group, 
I’m looking forward to many more adventures 
and experiences!

Ryan Hobbs
Youth Town Councillor

23www.facebook.com/AylesburyYTC
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Live in the Park
I have only lived in the area a short while but am

extremely impressed with all the free events you put
on in the town. These are great family events that all
the family enjoy and get so much out of, thank you.

What an amazing event, it brings so many people
from all areas and social scales of Aylesbury and the 
surrounding areas... it gets better every year and we
will continue to support this event... The exposure for

local bands was amazing and could be a stepping
stone to chart success... well done ATC.

“

“
“

“

“

Tudor Fayre
Good time was had by the entire 
family aged from 7 to 78. Thank
you Aylesbury Town Council, the 
museum and all the participants.

Another fantastic free event.

Thank you so much. The children
have loved it and yet again I have 

learnt a few new things too :)

“

“

Proms in the Park 
Fabulous evening. Wonderful music and

lovely to spend quality time with friends and 
family (with no telly!). Thank you all so much. 

Absolutely amazing evening. The orchestra
were brilliant and the atmosphere was so

lovely. The fireworks topped it off and were 
amazing. My girls loved it too. Well done for

such a brilliant weekend. 

This is probably my favourite event of the year. 
Well done to everyone involved.

Festive Family Fun 
Huge fun thank you for

another fabulous day out.

Lovely event lots of very 
fun things to do. We
thought the play was

hilarious although I don’t
think my sons will keep

their promise about
eating sprouts!!! 

Carolfest 
It is an extremely welcoming 
event and great for families.
The choir and band were 

brilliant. Well done. 

Always starts my Christmas
celebrations off, school choir 
were fantastic as well as the 
adult choir!!! The band and

their hats were brilliant, keep 
up the amazing Carolfest!!!

“

“

“


